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PETITION FOR RULEMAKING 

The Radio Technical Commission for Maritime Services (RTCM) I hereby requests the 

Commission to delay or suspend the application of § 80.273(b) of Part 47 of the Code of 

Federal Regulations, published as a Final Rule on November 2,2011 (76 FR 67604). 

RTCM is a non-profit organization whose objectives include studying and preparing reports on 
maritime electronic navigation and telecommunications practices. Our focus is on needs and 
technologies with a view toward improving efficiency and capabilities of maritime electronic navigation 
and telecommunications services, suggesting ways to keep rules and regulations to the minimum 
essential for effectiveness, and making recommendations on important issues. Established as an 
advisory committee by the U.S. government in 1947 to support technical decision-making in the area of 
maritime radiocommunications, RTCM is now a membership organization that supports and encourages 
needed improvements in maritime communications and electronic navigation. RTCM technical 
standards have been widely incorporated in the FCC Part 80 and 95 rules, they have served as 
international standards, and they have been used as the basis for many more ITU and IEC international 
technical standards used in the maritime services. RTCM membership is comprised of the maritime 
stakehol~ers. from the. US and. foreign g?vernments, mar~ne .equipment manufacturers, maritime;. ~'': " .. :,':' Ocf.. t 
communicatIOns servIce provIders, manne dealers and dIstrIbutors, US government contractQrs."",·,;" ,.,.' ' . - ._.-
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Paragraph 80.273(b) of 47 CFR would require radar equipment installed on voluntarily 

equipped vessels to comply with IEC 62252.2 There are several problems with this rule: 

1. The effective date of the Final Rule was January 3,2012. Because this international 

standard has not been adopted in any other country as far as we know, 

manufacturers have not designed and built radar sets to this standard, and are not 

prepared to deliver compliant equipment any time in the near future. The rule 

therefore effectively forbids the installation of any new radar equipment on 

voluntarily equipped vessels at this time, depriving those vessels of the possibility 

of being equipped with a valuable item of navigation equipment. 

2. IEC 62252 was published in 2004 before IEC 62388 (2007)3, and there are now 

certain inconsistencies between these standards. Radar equipment for smaller 

vessels is now being based on IEC 62388, but simplified appropriately for those 

smaller vessels. This is not what we anticipated when we first recommended 

several years ago that the Commission invoke IEC 62252 for smaller vessels. For 

this reason and the reason in the preceding paragraph, we understand that the 

International Electrotechnical Commission (lEC) is considering withdrawal of IEC 

62252. 

3. Paragraph 80.273(d) reads "Radar installed before March 25,2008 must meet and 

be maintained to comply with the Commission's regulations in effect for the 

equipment on the date of its installation." Taken together with § 80.273(b), this 

technical standards organizations, technical service organizations, marine pilots organizations, marine 
transportation services, marine insurance providers and many other interested parties in the marine 
industry in the US and abroad. 

2 IEC 62252 is a technical standard published by the International Electotechnical Commission (lEC) in 
2004. 

3 Required for compulsory vessels under § 80.273(a) 
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paragraph seems to say that any radar not compliant with IEC 62252 and installed 

on or after March 25, 2008 on a voluntarily equipped vessel would have to be 

removed. This is possibly the unintended result of the unexpected delay in 

publishing the Final Rule. 

4. The rule applies to voluntarily equipped vessels, but appears in Subpart F of Part 

80, titled "Equipment Authorization for Compulsory Ships." The Scope for this 

Subpart in § 80.251(a) reads in part "This subpart gives the general technical 

requirements for certification of equipment used on compulsory ships." A rule for 

voluntarily equipped vessels is clearly misplaced in this subpart. 

In consideration ofthe above, we respectfully request the Commission to delay or 

suspend the application of § 80.273(b) of Part 47 of the Code of Federal Regulations. 

We further request that the Commission to clarify the application of § 80.273(a) of Part 47 

of the Code of Federal Regulations. This paragraph requires that radar installations on 

board ships that are required by the Safety Convention or the U.S. Coast Guard to be 

equipped with radar, must comply inter alia with IEC 62388. In general, we support this 

requirement for most compulsory vessels, but it is potentially in conflict with provisions of 

33 CFR 164.72(a) which require radar in compliance with an RTCM standard for certain 

towing vessels in domestic services.4 Those towing vessels should not have to carry radar 

equipment which complies with IEC 62388 in every respect. We are preparing a revised 

RTCM radar standard based in part on IEC 62388, which we will recommend to the Coast 

Guard for use for these towing vessels. 

4 See 33 CFR §§ 164.72(a)(l)(i)(B), 164.72(a)(l)(ii)(B), 164.72(a)(l)(iii)(B), 164.72(a)(l)(iv)(B), and 
Table 164.72. 
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In consideration of the above, we respectfully request the Commission to issue an 

interpretation or clarification that states that § 80.273(a) of Part 47 of the Code of Federal 

Regulations does not supersede any u.s. Coast Guard regulation that requires compliance 

with a different standard. 

the Radio 11 chnjcal Commission for Maritime Services, 

1l11J! 
R. L. Markl 
President 
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